Discussion
The absolute configuration a-D-galacto, as known from the natural starting matrial, was confirmed by the absolute structure determination by X-ray data indicated by the Flack parameter of x = − 0.03 (3) . This result confirms the steric course of the synthetic pathway. The N1=C10 double bond is clearly identified by the distance of 1.263(8) Å. The pyranose ring shows the expected chair conformation. The dihedral angle between the best plane of the pyranose moiety and the imidazole ring system is 63.6(2)°( figure, top 
